
U of K skipper to headline all-star line-up of speakers 
  IHSBCA Clinic Director Chuck Gandolfi  (Carmel H.S.) has put together yet another outstanding 

line-up for the 2008 IHSBCA Clinic that will be held at White Sox Training Academy.  

  The headlining speaker will be University of Kentucky head coach John Cohen, who is nationally 

recognized as one of the top hitting instructors in collegiate baseball.  Coach Cohen has been at 

the helm of the Wildcats since 2004, and in that time his teams have garnered several U of K re-

cords including the most wins in a season (44) and its first SEC Championship in 2006.   

   Cohen has also earned several prestigious individual honors including College Baseball Founda-

tion National Coach of the Year in 2006, SEC Coach of the Year in 2006, and Southland Confer-

ence Coach of the Year in 1998 and 2001. 

    Also on tap for the week-end is the annual Hall of Fame dinner on Saturday evening at Bobak’s 

Signature Events & Conference Center at Seven Bridges. Class of 2007-8 inductees include Chuck 

Gandolfi (Carmel), Ron Zagorski (Shurz/Niles North), Fred Bencriscutto (Dundee-Crown), Gil Ber-

nard (Mt. Vernon), Tom Meyers (Lake Forest), and Dave Rowell (West Aurora). 

  The following is a detailed schedule of speakers and topics: 

 

Friday, February 1 

4:30-5:45 p.m.  Registration / Exhibitor Visitation 

5:45-6:25  Doug Sutor (Sandburg High School) and Dustin E. Nail (Columbia  High School)

   Table of Champions—Drills and Skills 

6:25-6:50  Tony D’Anza (St. Xavier University and IHSBCA Hall of Fame Member) 

   Outfield Fundamentals and Drills 

6:50-7:10  Exhibitor Visitation 

7:15-8:00  John Cohen (University of Kentucky) 

   Drills to Help You Find Your Best Swing 

8:00-8:10  IHSBCA Announcements and Discussions    

8:10-9:00  John Cohen (University of Kentucky) 

   Evaluating Your Talent and Recruiting 

9:00-11:00 IHSBCA Hot Stove Coaches Appreciation Reception 

 

Saturday, February 2 

7:00-8:15  Registration / Exhibitor Visitation      

8:15-9:00  John Cohen (University of Kentucky)     

   Creating the Big Inning     

9:00-9:25  Sean McDermott (University of Illinois-Chicago) 

   Cut-off and Relay System to Fit Your Personnel 

9:25-9:55  John Russo (Vermont Mountaineers) 

   Stealing Bases to Steal Some Wins 

9:55-10:00 IHSBCA Awards  

10:00-10:25 Irish O’Reilly (ABCA and IHSBCA Hall of Fame Member) 

   Holding Runners & The Left-handed Pick Off Move 

10:25-10:50 Sean McDermott (University of Illinois-Chicago) 

   Offensive Philosophy Used at UIC 

10:50-11:00 IHSBCA Awards and Announcements  

11:00-11:45 Rex Sanders (Texas AM High School) 

   Defensive Practice Organization 

11:45-1:00 Lunch and 50/50 Raffle Exhibitor Visitation 

1:00-1:45  Larry Monroe (Chicago White Sox)     

   The Major League Sinker, Slider, Curve, and Change 

1:45-2:30  Jack Perconte (Former Major Leaguer))     

   Two Strike Hitting Approach and Drills 

2:30-3:15  Cliff Brown (Chicago White Sox) 

   Catching Fundamentals and Drills 

3:15  IHSA Rules Interpretation Meeting 
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Notes 

Hall of Fame Speakers           
The IHSBCA is proud to 

have two of its Hall of 

Fame members, Irish 

O’Reilly and Tony D’Anza, 

speaking at this year’s 

clinic. Together these well-

respected men have  an 

amazing 75 years of coach-

ing experience under their 

belts. 

  This clinic is special for 

O’Reilly in that he will be 

speaking on the same sub-

ject, the pick-off move, as 

he did the first time he 

presented at the IHSBCA 

clinic exactly 30 years ago!   

Mizuno Sponsorship 
  Mizuno, the official foot-

wear and baseball gear of 

the IHSBCA, recently 

inked a deal to become the 

sponsor of the Kaiser Game 

this year. The IHSBCA 

encourages all its members 

to support our sponsors. 

Important Dates 
Wednesday, Jan 16—

Monthly meeting/mini-

clinic at Home Run Inn in 

Darien at 8:00 p.m. 

May 22—All-Area Night at 

U.S. Cellular Field 

June 6 & 7—State Finals 

at Joliet Jackhammers 

Stadium 

July 8—Kasier Game at 

UIC at 7:00 p.m. 



 
      IHSBCA SPONSORSHIP AND EXHIBITOR LISTING   
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www.prolinecap.com 

The IHSBCA would once again like to thank 

all of the exhibitors for their support and at-

tendance in making this one of the finest state 

association clinics throughout the country.  A 

special thanks goes out to DIAMOND 

SPORTS and SANTO SPORTS STORE for 

their yearly sponsorship of the clinic folder.   

Clinic t-shirts are provided through a co-op 

agreement with Speedline and Hayden’s 

Sports. 

Miller Net Company, 

Inc. 

(800) 423-6603 

Accelerated Baseball Tech, 

Inc.  

Howard Hansen, Will Holke 

(920) 748-6599 

www.acceleratedbaseball.com 

                           

Adidas America 

Jen Zagorski 

(773) 348-8726 

www.adidas.com 

Shoes and clothing 

 

Aer-Flo, Inc. 

Bill Henning 

(800) 823-7356 

www.windweighted.com 

Weighted baseball tarps 

 

BMI Sales Group & Zing Bat 

Bob Grieger 

(708) 563-0500 

www.zingbat.com 

Warm up/training bat 

 

Caliburn Bat Company 

Don Erickson 

(630) 408-6856 

www.caliburnbats.com 

Maple and ash wood bats/fungos 

 

Diamond Sports 

Joe Eagan 

(608) 754-6077 

www.diamond-sports.com 

Baseballs and other products 

 

Easton Sports & ATEC 

Mike Isaacson 

(630) 455-6771 

www.eastonsports.com 

Bats and equipment 

 

Graphic Edge 

Angelo Alesia 

(877) 255-5390 

 

H & K Enterprises 

Don Hawkins 

(800) 718-1752 

Turface & field resurfacing 

 

Hayden’s Athletic Specialists 

Tom Hageman 

(630)892-8961 

www.haydens.com 

Uniforms and equipment 

 

Home Plate by Sports Tutor 

John Henderson 

(818) 972-2772 

www.sportstutor.com 

 

HPB Haydite 

Tom Reeder 

(614) 395-5363 

www.hayditegame-on.com 

Soil conditioners 

 

Jet Sportswear,Inc. 

Edan Tau 

(847) 895-1573 

www.jetsportwear.com 

Underarmour  shorts, shirts 

 

Louisville Slugger 

Rick Miller 

(815) 577-3078 

www.slugger.com 

Wood and aluminum bats 

 

M.A.S.A. 

Grayson Goodness 

(812) 634-2100 

www.masa.com 

Equipment 

 

Mizuno USA 

Dave Foley 

(414) 258-7347 

www.mizunousa.com 

Shoes and apparel 

 

MOJO 

Jeff Mann, Terry Pullaro 

(314) 393-6828 

www.swingthemojo.com 

Strength device 

 

Osborne Innovative Products 

Doug Hamm 

(866) get-rbis 

www.oisports.com 

Screens and material 

Perfect Diamond Products 

David Platek 

(630) 725-0878 

Device for batting tees 

 

Play Ball USA 

Mike Cacini 

(847) 375-0840 

www.playdirect.com 

Baseball training center 

 

Proline Caps 

Joe Eagan 

(608) 754-6077 

www.prolinecap.com 

Hats 

 

Quest Turf 

Jonathan Hurad 

(630) 364-2122 

www.fieldturf.com 

Synthetic turf 

 

Rawlings Sporting Goods 

Greg Bialis 

(630) 983-3329 

gbialis@rawlings.com 

Equipment and supplies 

 

Riddell 

Bob Wells, Gary Paulson 

(708) 906-1108 

www.riddell.com 

Supplies and materials 

 

S & O Corporation 

Tommy White 

(800) 628-7853 

windscreen1@aol.com 

Windscreens 

 

Salkeld Sports/Nike 

Dan Salkeld 

(815) 933-1618 

salkeld@keynet.net 

Supplies and apparel 

 

Santo Sports Store 

Joe Santo 

(708) 636-1125 

Supplies and uniforms 

Schutt Sports Group 

Jim Fuller 

(989) 386-2769 

www.schuttsports.com 

Equipment and uniforms 

 

Sportsfield, Inc. 

Jim Walsh 

(708) 371-0917 

jwbbmix@aol.com 

Field renovation and supplies 

 

Swingaway 

Mark Swierbinski 

(630) 978-3456 

www.swingaway.com 

 

Upper Hand, Inc. 

Bert Robbins, Mike Jetel 

(847) 776-8224 

www.upperhandbatting.com 

Batting gloves 

 

Van Enterprises 

Marc VanLandvyt 

(847)367-7828 

Van_sports@msn.com 

Safety and maintenance pro. 

 

Varsity Gold, Inc. 

Mike Updike 

(847) 533-4759 

www.varsitygold.com 

Fundraising 

 

Vizual Edge, LLC 

Kathy Puchalski 

(847) 816-3131 

www.vizualedge.com 

Performance training 

 

Wilson Sporting Goods 

Tim O’Brien 

(219) 947-0140 

www.wilson.com 

Equipment and balls 
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IHSBCA PRE-REGISTRATION & MEMBERSHIP 

Pre-registration forms must be post dated  by Friday, January 25th 

Name: 

  (Last)     (First)     (Middle Initial)
  

Title:      School/Organization: 

  (Head, Assistant, etc.)   

Address: 

  (Street/P.O. box)   (City)   (State)   (Zip) 

Telephone:   

  (School/Organization)     (Home)    

E-mail address: 

 

SEND PAYMENT FOR:   

Annual Individual Membership 2008        $30  

Individual Clinic Registration         $40  

Clinic attendees must be members of the IHSBCA.  Membership is renewed yearly. 

Staff Membership and Clinic Registration       $200 

This payment option is offered through pre-registration only.  Membership and clinic fees are included.  Photocopy and send 

a complete registration form for each member of staff by Friday, January 25. 

 

Hall of Fame Dinner    Number Attending: _______    $40 per 

Hall of Fame Dinner tickets must be purchased in advance with pre-registration form. 

 

Total Amount Enclosed          $______ 

Checks or money orders should be made payable to IHSBCA.  Awards Luncheon is included with clinic fee.  
        

HOTEL RESERVATIONS & HALL OF FAME DINNER INFORMATION 

 Hotel:       Dinner: 
 Hickory Ridge Marriot Conference Hotel   Bobak’s Signature Events & Conference Center  

 1195 Summerhill Drive     6440 Double Eagle Drive 

 Lisle, IL  60532      Woodridge, IL  60517 

 Phone: (630) 971-5000     Phone:  (630) 968-7778 

 Mention the IHSBCA Clinic for membership pricing. 

 

MAIL TO: 

  Don Sutherland          

   Cary Grove High School   Phone: (847) 639-3825  

   2208 Three Oaks Road   Email:   dsutherland@155.org 

   Cary, IL  60013 
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Coaching Milestones Form 

The IHSBCA would like to recognize high school and college 

head coaches who have recently reached a milestone in career 

wins (ie. 100, 200, 300, etc.)  The names of these individuals will 

be published in our next newsletter.  If you reached a milestone 

in the spring of 2007, please fill out the following form and mail 

it to the address listed below.  

 

Milestone Victory #:_____   

# of Years Coaching:_____    

  

Name of Coach:_________________________________ 

Present School:_________________________________ 

Mail to: 

Reavis High School 

Attn: Don Erickson 

6034 W. 77th Street 

Burbank, IL 60459 

Recent Milestones in Victories 

Coach   School   Wins 

Ken Jenkins  Putnam County  500 

Gene Cahan  Crete-Monee  300 

Tim Funkhouser  Edwardsville  300 

Dean Stavrakas   Lake View  300 

Ross Giusti  Prospect   200 

Brian Hurry  Mt. Carmel  200 

Jared Voss  Joliet Catholic  200 

Tim Kratochvil  Taylorville  100 

Bob Kostuch  Notre Dame  100 

Jason Portz  O’Fallon   100 

Todd Sippel  Homewood-Flossmoor 100 


